Safeguarding Children Policy for the Norfolk African Community Association (NACA)

Introduction:

NACA promotes personal development for self-reliance through activities that impart appropriate knowledge and skills such as organic gardening, conservation science and other vocations that foster self-employment.

Organisation Address:

47 Winchester Tower, Vauxhall Street,

Norwich, Norfolk,

NR2 2SE

Main Contact Telephone: 07919841166

NACA has adopted this Safeguarding children policy and expects every adult working or helping at NACA to support it and comply with it.  Consequently this policy shall apply to all volunteers, trainees and team leaders and anyone working on behalf of NACA.

Purpose of the Policy:
This policy is intended to protect children who receive any service from us, including those who are the children of adults who may receive services from us. Under this policy the term children shall mean any person who is under eighteen years of age.

NACA believes that no child or young person should experience abuse or harm and is committed to the protection of children and young people. This policy is intended to provide guidance and overarching principles to those who represent us as volunteers or team leaders, to guide our approach to child protection and safeguarding.

The Risk to Children:

Physical or emotional abuse

Neglect

Sexual abuse

Female genital mutilation (FGM)

Grooming and exploitation

Trafficking and modern slavery

Exposure or infliction of domestic abuse

Bullying or cyber bullying

Exposure to other inappropriate content or behaviours, such as violence or criminal behaviour.

Self harm

Physical harm when engaging with activities without adequate supervision

The causal factors of any such harm and /or abuse can also be wide-ranging. For example, children can be placed at risk by family members or by members of the community.

Safeguarding Principles:

Safeguarding children from harm and abuse is an essential responsibility for our Association. We are committed to ensuring that any child who comes into contact with our services is properly safeguarded. Every person under this policy must ensure that they play an active role in ensuring that children are properly safeguarded.

Every person under this policy holds responsibility for:

Remaining alert and aware of possible safeguarding risks to children.

Guarding children against harmful environments with appropriate actions (for example, adequate supervision or ensuring safe environments).

Taking positive steps to maintain the safety and wellbeing of children engaging with us as Association.

Reporting concerns expeditiously and appropriately, in line with child protection procedures.

Understanding the duty to report specific concerns (and understanding how this interplays with confidentiality).

Challenging any inanappropriate or harmful behaviour of any other adult and reporting accordingly. 

Acting appropriately in the presence of children.

Not taking any inappropriate risks

Not smoking, drinking or taking any form of illicit substances in the presence of children

Any questions, report or concern in relation to safeguarding of children should be shared with our Safeguarding Officer.

Safeguarding Officer Name:

MARIA S SANCHEZ

Email:

maytesangar@hotmail.com
Phone Number:

+447763106734

Confidentiality and Data Protection:

All personal information we may process relating to children shall be processed and stored in accordance with our data protection privacy policy which can be located at:

NACA Office based at 47 Winchester Tower, Vauxhall Street, Norwich, Norfolk, NR2 2SE 

Responding to safe guarding concern:

Where a child is at immediate risk of serious harm, an adult present should call999. Thereafter, the Safeguarding Officer should be contacted as soon as reasonably practicable.

Where there is a safeguarding concern but not immediate risk of serious harm, the adult who has heard or witnessed this concern should consult with the Safeguarding Officer as soon as practicable  and by no later than the end of that same day.

Where any child makes a disclosure relating to harm or abuse to an adult, it is important that adult to:

Listen calmly and carefully; showing that their views are taken seriously.

Provide an appropriate and honest level of reassurance

Avoid interrogating children and asking probing, intrusive and/or leading questions.

Avoid making false promises regarding secretes and confidentiality with child (because any concern of abuse/harm must be shared with the Safeguarding Officer and any subsequent safeguarding referral)

Make a confidential written record of the discussion either during the discussion or immediately afterwards. The record should include the key details of the disclosure together with any relevant times, dates, places and people concerned.

Audio and video recordings of children making disclosures should be avoided.

Refer all relevant information to the Safeguarding Officer as soon as practicable afterwards, and by no later than the end of the same day.

Upon receipt of any safeguarding concern, the Safeguarding officer shall consult with any other relevant persons and will make any appropriate referrals to the relevant authorities, such as the applicable Local authority Children’s Services department.

Reporting concerns about other adults:

Where any person has a concern regarding the conduct of an adult connected to the Association, which pose a safeguarding risk to children as:

Harming a child physically or emotionally

Exposing a child to behaviour which may cause physical or emotional harm

Engaging in criminal activity concerning a child

This must be raised in the first instance with the Safeguarding Officer (or where this is not appropriate, a different senior member of the Organisation) so that the next appropriate steps may be agreed and actioned. We recognise that there could be circumstances where a person may need to report a matter that has taken place in a setting outside of the person’s engagement with the Association.

Usually, any appropriate steps following a safeguarding referral in respect of an individual connected to the Association will include:

Further initial enquiries

Escalation to the applicable Local Authority Children’s services department for assessment and/or the police investigation.

Instigation of any appropriate disciplinary, formal investigations process and suspension of a person concerned within the Association.  
A referral to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBSD):

Statement is located at NACA base; 47 Winchester tower

The Norfolk African Community Association operates in England – Norwich and Norfolk

The Association will undertake background checks in respect to all volunteers and service providers.

Background checks will be made on all service volunteers, Team leaders and new trainee volunteers who undertake activities with children.

The Association has children generally accompanied by their parents all the time. 

The Organic Gardening activities involving children will take place once a week for two hours in a day for thirty weeks. In addition, there will be three social events organised by NACA for members, trainee volunteers and local residents.

Location:

The Horticultural Skills Training and Social events will take place in open air at Bluebell South allotments plot No.211

Delta First Aid kit is kept in the site office shed by the signing desk.

This policy is approved and constitutionally endorsed by the Norfolk African Community Association (NACA) and is due to review EVERY TWO YEARS.

Signed: MARIA S SANCHEZ

Date: 10 August 2023
